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Town of Arlington, Massachusetts 
730 Massachusetts Ave., Arlington, MA 02476 
Phone: 781-316-3000 

webmasterWtown.arlington.ma.us 

Minutes 01-28-2008 

TOWN OF ARLINGTON 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

M eeting M mutes 
Monday, January 28, 2008 

Present: Ms. LaCourt, Chair, Mrs. Mahon, Vice Chair, Mr. Greeley, Mr. Hurd and Ms. Rowe. 

Also present: Mr. Sullivan, Mr. Maher and Mrs. Krepelka. 

Ms. Rowe arrived at meeting at 7:35 p.m. 

Mr. Greeley left meeting at 8:15 p.m. 

Mrs. M ahon asked for a moment of silence in memory of Irene Capes, caretaker of the Jason Russell House for 60 years. Mrs. 
Capes passed away last week and was known throughout the Town as “Mrs. Russell” for many years. 



Selectmen's 


FOR APPROVAL 

1. CONSENT AGENDA (one vote required for approval of all items ) 

a. Minutes of Meetings: December 17, 2007; January 7, 2008 

b. REAPPOINTMENTS 

Reappointment: Open Space Committee 
M ichele Hassler 
(term to expire 1/7/11) 

Reappointment: Park & Recreation Commission 

Leslie Mayer 

(term to expire 9/24/2010) 

Reappointment: Trust Fund Commission 
Donald Reenstiema 
(term to expire 10/01/2010) 

Reappointment: Commission on Disabilities 
Lin Baker 

(term to expire 10/01/2010) 

Mrs. Mahon moved approval. (SO VOTED 4-0) 

2. Parking Sub-Committee Recommendations & Minutes 
Vote: Increase of Short-term Meter fees in Municipal Lots 
John W. Hurd, Selectman 

Mrs. M ahon moved receipt of report and suggested having another meeting with Parking Sub-Committee 

and report back to the Board of Selectmen. (SO VOTED 4-0) 

3. CITIZENS OPEN FORUM 

There were no matters presented for consideration of the Board. 
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TRAFFIC RULES & ORDERS/OTHER BUS INESS 

4. Request: On Street Overnight Parking 
Alexandra Garczynski, 49 Oakland Ave. 

Mrs. Mahon moved to table until February 11, 2008. (SO VOTED 5-0) 

5. Request: On Street Overnight Parking 

Stanley and Claudia Edwards, 1063-1065 Massachusetts Ave. 

Mr. Greeley moved to table until February 11, 2008. (SO VOTED 5-0) 

6. Discussion: TAC Safe School Project 

Ed Starr, Transportation Advisory Committee 

Mr. Starr stated that the TAC had a joint meeting with the School Committee and following conversations with the 
Chainnan of the Board, the TAC embarked on the preparation of a multiyear plan to improve transportation safety for 
Arlington’s schools. 

The Stand for Children and Safe Route to Schools has been very helpful in this preparation. The TAC, at its meeting on 
January 9 th voted unanimously to recommend the concept to the Board of Selectmen and the Arlington School Committee. 
It was brought before the School Committee on January 22 nd and the School Committee voted unanimously to support the 
concept. A major factor in the need for this concept is coordination between school administration, parents, TAC, DPW, 
and the Arlington Police Department. TAC they found in their early work with the schools that signs and paint are often 
not enough. There is a strong need for more or improved sidewalks in critical areas for public safety. The TAC’s desired 
goal is to go through all elementary schools before the ground freezes in 2008. 

Mr. Greeley stated that maybe we should go to the Capital Planning Committee to install new sidewalks. 

Mrs. Mahon thanked the committee and stated she is amazed at the amount of work TAC does. 

Mrs. Mahon feels we need to increase our traffic supervisors especially at Massachusetts Avenue/Appleton Street. She 
stated not a day goes by that she doesn’t see a Police Officer there. She would like to work with the School Committee on 
this issue so that it can be settled before school starts in September 2008. 

Ms. Rowe stated she agrees with Mrs. Mahon and feels we need more crossing guards. She is concerned about parents 
standing at front doors at the Thompson and Brackett Schools as the children are entering the school. Mr. Starr stated that 
the problem falls under the domain of the Principal. 

Mr. Flurd moved receipt of report and thanked Mr. Starr and the Committee for their excellent work. 

(SO VOTED 5-0) 

Mr. Greeley thanked Mr. Stan' and the committee for all the great work they do. Mr. Greeley also stated that there is 
nothing more important that the safety of our children. 

Ms. LaCourt thanked TAC for establishing the Safe Route to School and addressing the snow removal and curb cuts at the 
Stratton School. Mr. Stan thought Director of Public Works John Bean could help resolve how snow removal problems 
could be implemented. Ms. LaCourt asked that TAC consider a “footsteps to schools program”. Mr. Stan will consider 
that idea. 

Cindy Starks, 1 Monadnock Road, asked the TAC to please include Ottoson in their study; she is really concerned about 
the steep hill (Quincy St.). Mr. Stan stated that the Middle School is included in said study but the elementary schools are 
1 st , middle school 2 nd , high school 3 rd and private schools last. 

M rs. M ahon stated that the comer of Benjamin Road and Quincy Street is a horrific comer for all children to be dropp ed 
off. 

Mr. Stan stated that the study would include dropping off and picking up children at a safe spot. 

Carl Wagner, 30 Edgehill Road, stated he is concerned about major safety issues on Stowecroft Road, between Ridge Street 
and Columbia Roads. Stowecroft Rd. has no sidewalks and pedestrians and drivers are forced in the street together. Mr. 
Wagner stated sometimes only one lane is open and/or pedestrians are forced to walk in line with cars. Mr. Wagner hopes 
that TAC will go beyond looking at private ways/roads and make all streets a Safe Route to School. 
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Mr. Hurd said installing sidewalks on Private Ways is not an easy task - all property owners would have to agree. He 
thought maybe the Town could find justification through a funding source. 

Steven DelBanco, 22 Oak Hill Drive, stated he lives on the Summer Street side of Woodside Lane and feels Oak Hill Drive 
is too busy to walk on the street and would encourage parents to walk to the school instead of driving. He would like to 
see something done about slowing down traffic near the school. He thanked Mr. Stair and the committee for including Oak 
Hill Drive in the Safe Routes to School. 

Joseph Curro, 21 Millett Street, Stratton parent, thanked the Board of Selectmen for supporting TAC’s recommendation 
and also thanked Ed Starr for Safe Route to Schools program. 

Mr. Greeley moved approval of said recommendations. (SO VOTED 5-0) 

Discussion: Arlington Fuel Assistance 
Brian Sullivan, Town Manager 

Mrs. Mahon asked Mr. Sullivan to have Ms. Connolly and Mr. John Bowler to be at the next Selectmen’s Meeting on 
February 11 th with recommendations regarding the fuel assistance program. (SO 

VOTED (5-0) 
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